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MINUTES

Participants 

10 people participated in the meeting: 
· Assoc. Prof. Dalia Šatkovskienė, Vilnius University, project coordinator 
· Dr. Alicija Kupliauskienė, VU Institute of Theoretical Physics and Astronomy, Leader of Lithuanian Cluster 

· Dr. Helle Kaasik, University of Tartu (Estonia), Leader of Estonian Cluster 

· Anu Ulejoe, University of Tartu (Estonia), sociologist 

· Juozas Šulskus, Vilnius University, database specialist 

· Irena Stonkuvienė, Vilnius University, sociologist 

· Rasa Žakevičiūtė, Vilnius University, sociologist 

· Rūta Žiliukaitė, Vilnius University, sociologist 

· Feliksas Kuliešius, Vilnius University, database specialist 

· Rūta Juodelytė, VU, project administrator 

The agenda of the meeting: 
· To discuss Cluster coordination problems (including financial issues). 

· To discuss the problems arising during the sociological study. 

· To review the primary results of the sociological study. 

· To discuss and solve legal problems of the data collection for Estonian women in science database. 

The meeting of Lithuanian and Estonian clusters has started with the introduction by project coordinor of the arising problems. It was emphasized that most problems occur because of the lack of the organizational skills and experience. Project coordinator explained that in order to solve women in science problem it is very important to study good practices of other countries – Austria, Norway, Sweden. This work has to be done in the nearest future. Another priority work is creation of Data Base. It should be appropriate for solving two problems : Enhance the Coolaboration between women Scientists of Baltic States and be usful for periodical monitoring of the women in Sciences &HT in the Baltic States Region. Thus it should have  „searching“ possibility in order to find women for cooperation etc. In the presentation project coordinator also made some remarks  concerning the financial reports of the project partners for the first six months. Some financial issues have been discussed (indirect and direct costs, subcontracting and etc.) again  and important for partners questions have been cleared out. 
Dr. Helle Kaasik had few organizational questions concerning the conference which is going to be held in December in Tartu (Estonia). Leader of Estonian cluster made few presentations as well. One was dedicated to sociological study in Estonia and another one – to the database about women in science. 
The main problems of Estonian sociological study team: 

1. Respondents refuse to participate in the study for various reasons. 

2. It is difficult to reach respondents during the summer vacations. 

The main legal problems of Estonian cluster concerning the registration of questionnaire for the database: 
1. Detailed data about family life is classified as “private personal data” and requires special permits and conditions to process. It is not clear though if questionnaire asks enough details to fall under this definition or not. 
2. Nationality is classified by Estonian Law of Protection of Personal Data as „delicate personal data“. Special environments and a HUGE aamount of bureaucracy is needed to get rights to process „delicate“ data. But citizenship, also first or preferred language are not classified as „delicate“ data. 
3. A person‘s informed consent is needed to process his/her data if there are no contradictory provisions of law. This consent may be withdrawn any time and the person may request deletion of his/her data. What about family members in the questionnaire, who asks them? 
4. In case of dispute it is assumed that subject has not given his/her consent to process his/her data. But data may be processed without consent of subject if it is needed to fulfill tasks of foreign contract (if BASNET project contract demands to collect these data). However, data about family members is not mentioned in the contract. 
This questionnaire has been sent to Estonian Data Protection Inspectorate for inspection. Dr. Helle Kaasik suggests to leave out all the data about the family except the respondent‘s marital status and number of children from the questionnaire. To her opinion, it is not clear why this data is needed to achieve objectives set by BASNET contract. However, the mentioned questions are of great importance when extracting respondents for in depth analysies necessary for monitoring changes of the women in science situation. 
It was stated that all these problems should be discussed with representatives of Latvian Cluster and solved in the nearest future. The questionnaire aproved by Lithuanian Governmental Data Protection Inspectorate will be presented in BASNET portal soon. 
· Minutes written by Ruta Juodelyte, project administrator (VU)

· Distributed to all partners by e-mail

